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FIRST SUNDHAY OF ADVENT
b

M1ISS INTENTIONS

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 29
Special Intention; Marianne Lynch
The Doherty Twins, Anniversary
Jeremiah O’Leary

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 30
John T. Burke
Special Intention: Paul Christolini
Terence Powers

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 1

Harry Brown

John McCaslin (Brother of Bob McCaslin)
Howard Cleveland

THURSDAY, DECMEBER 2
Husband of Mrs. Lowe

Marco Palmeri

Mazie A. White

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 3
James Fontenot
Margaret O’Sullivan
Robert & Charlotte Meier, 16™ Wedding
Anniversary

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 4
Mary Fairbanks
Joseph Kavanagh (Fr. Kleinmann)

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5
Parishioners (Fr. Poumade)
Joseph Martins (Fr. Melmer)
Richard Jeanneret (Fr. Poumade)
Edio Forchielli (Fr. Kleinmann)
Ann Theresa Sweeney (Fr. Kleinmann)
Rebecca Tamburinno (Fr. Melmer)
The Wallace Family (Fr. Poumade)

_
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We Welcome through the Sacrament of Baptism:

Braeden Boyle O’Hara
Alexandra Margaret O’Keeffe
Nicholas O’Hara Pawlowski
Madeline Claire Walsh

FROM @REEN 0 ®oup

Today we begin a new Church year and the
season of Advent. Personally | love this somewhat
penitential season which is meant to be a time of
preparation for Christmas, the annual celebration of the
birth of Our Lord Jesus Christ. As much as | do love these
next few weeks, | also have some concerns for it all too
often seems as if the true nature of Advent is lost. Of
course the same can be said of Christmas which in our
rather secular world is relegated to a commercialized
frenzy of shopping, parties, and other festivities. Many
think that Advent is Christmas and we really have little time
for the spiritual preparation this great feast deserves. As
an example at least one local radio station is playing wall
to wall Christmas (or “holiday”) music and has been for
over a week already. Now | enjoy listening to Christmas
music as much as anyone and, speaking honestly, | have
tuned in to this station. | just wished Advent could be
Advent and Christmas could be Christmas.

I, hereby, propose a challenge to myself and
others: why not do our best this year to make Advent truly
a time of spiritual preparation so that Christmas can be all
that it should be. Some suggestions to have a great
Advent might be having a family Advent wreath around
which everyone can gather to say prayers each Sunday. If
you have children, they typically love the Advent calendar.
This year make sure that it is a religious one. Attempt to
have Chnstmas parties during the real Christmas season
(December 25" through January 9' ) Try to come to daily
Mass, even if it's just a few extra times a week. Or if that's
not possible during this year of the Eucharist spend some
time before the Blessed Sacrament. Ideally you would do
that here at St. Mary’'s on Thursdays or at night this
coming first Friday. Of course you can stop in the church
anytime. It is usually open daily from 5:30 AM to at least
7:00 PM.

Another great opportunity for Eucharistic Adoration
will be provided next week. As you may recall from what |
have mentioned in this column before, we will be hosting a
Forty Hours celebration. During these forty plus hours Our
Lord will be exposed on the altar starting after the noon
Mass on Monday, December 6", and continue until 7:30
PM on Wednesday, December 8", the feast of the
Immaculate Conception. Someone must literally adore
Our Lord every minute of this time. There are sign up
sheets in the back of church. Please consider taking an
hour or more. This really will be a tremendous blessing
not only to us individually, but also as a parish. Don't
forget there will be Masses each evening at 7:30 PM and a
reception on Wednesday evening after Mass. We can
celebrate that day because, even in the midst of Advent,
the Immaculate Conception is a solemnity and no fasting
should be done that day, rather it should be festive.

My prayer for all of us this Advent is that we can
make it our best one ever. May God grant that this Advent
season will indeed be a time of prayer, some penance,
and good preparation. May this Christmas then also be
our best one ever, one completely focused on the
celebration of the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ.

In Christ,
Fr. Kleinmann
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SERMON ON THE MOUNT ADVENT SERIES IS BACKI!

PRO-LIFE CORNER: People worry all the

Advent Series on Prayer begins Tuesday, November
30" from 7:30-8:30pm in St. Mary’s Church. Fr.
Kleinmann will be speaking during the Holy Hour on
“Types and Methods of Prayer.” Join us!

YOUTH

NEWS

CYO BOWLING NIGHT: Next Weekend,
Sunday December 5". 6:30-9pm at AMF Lanes 6228-A
North Kings Hwy (behind Shoppers Food Warehouse next
to Staples off Route 1 South). Meet at the Lyceum at
6:30pm or at AMF at 7pm. We'll be back at 9pm. Must
bring Permission slip and $8 for 3 games and shoes.

NO CYO THIS SUNDAY!!
Happy Thanksgiving!

CYO SKI TRIP: Friday, January 7" Sunday, January o,
2005 at Seven Springs Mt. Resort, Pennsylvania. St.
Mary’'s CYO is joining St. Agnes (Baltimore, MD) and St.
Louis Youth Groups. We are staying in a private Ski Lodge
Chalet with lounge and Fireplace at the top of the
mountain. An awesome weekend of skiing in a ski resort
atmosphere. Cost is $185, which includes the usual + ski
rentals, 4 meals, snowboard option, and free bowling,
mini-golf, and snow tubing. Must RSVP to Luis Brown at
703-836-5450 or brownluis@hotmail.com by December
1°: Deposit of $50 with Release Form is due by December
15" fh, Final payment is due by December 31%. Please make
checks payable to “St. Mary’'s”. Sign up soon, space is
limited!! We will attend Sunday Mass at Seven Springs.

WORKCAMP 2005: We still need two male Adult Leaders
and possibly one female (age 25+) for th|s summer’s
Diocesan Workcamp from Saturday, June 25" -Friday, JuIy
1%, Help support our parish teens during this amazing
week of service and faith. Commitment is for the whole
week. Also need contractors to commit to guide the teens
in skilled labor for 1-4 days from 8am-3:30pm. Please
contact Luis Brown at (703) 836-5450 or
brownluis@hotmail.com if you are interested in
volunteering.

CHRIST HOUSE DINNER: St. Mary's WI|| be servmg
dinner at Christ House on November 30". The sign-up
book is located at the back of the church. The required
food items are listed in the book. Thanks for your
generosity. Please contact Rita Meyer at 703-768-3482 or
Janet Watkins at 703-836-1265 with any questions.

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY PROJECT: Members of Court
Kavanaugh No. 54 continue their effort to raise sufficient
funds to build a Habitat for Humanity house in Virginia.
They will be outside of the church after all Masses the
weekend of Nov 27/28 to accept donations for this project.
Thank you in advance for your support. For additional
information, please call Marian Nowland at 703-751-9392.

THE NOCTURNAL ADORATION SOCIETY, invites you to
SPEND ONE HOUR in vocal and silent Eucharistic
Adoration on FIRST FRIDAY, December 3" begmnlng
at 9:00 PM or EARLY SATURDAY, December 4™ , ending
at 6:00 AM here at St. Mary's Church. For more
information, call Marian Nowland at (703) 751-9392 or Jeff
Petrino at (703) 683-8877.

RESPECT

time about innocent children being killed in

wars and they try to prevent this-yet what
hope is there in stopping it if mothers Kill their
own children through abortion? Every life is

precious to God, whatever the
circumstances. UFE

RESPECT LIFE MASS: Bishop Loverde will celebrate the
monthly Respect Life Mass at St. R|ta‘s Parish in
Alexandria on Saturday, December 4" at 8:00 AM.
Immediately following the recitation of the Rosary will be
led outside the Duke Street abortion facility.

CHRISTMAS CARDS FOR SALE: St. Mary's 8" grade
Confirmation candidates WI|| be selling Christmas cards
after masses during the 1% three weekends of December.
A variety of styles are available in 10-card packages,
available for $5 each. All proceeds will benefit the Gabriel
Project and Project Rachel of the Arlington Diocese,
programs which provide support, assistance and
encouragement to individuals who have experienced a
crisis pregnancy. Both of these programs focus on the
dignity of the individuals by treating them with the love and
respect they deserve. Donations will be gratefully
accepted as well.

ST. MARY'S SCHOOL CHRISTMAS TREE
SALE begins Saturday, December 4". We
offer the freshest trees you can buy anywhere
(without cutting it yourself)! We have Fraser
Fir, Scotch Pine and White Pine Trees, 16"
Wreaths, White Pine Roping. Bring your
friends, bring your family — Get the perfect
tree! The sale will take place at St. Mary’s School parking
lot on Green & Royal Streets. Gates open at 8 AM on
Saturday December 4™, Cash or checks only, please. Lot
hours: Saturday: 8 am — 6 pm. Sunday: 9 am — 6 pm.
Weeknights: 6 pm — 8 pm. Want to reserve a tall tree? We
have trees over 9 feet! Drop an e-mail to trees@fednet.net
and include tree height and your name/phone number.

“CALLED BY NAME": Next weekend the diocese will be
participating in the Called By Name Vocation Program. All
parishioners are asked to offer prayer and reflection in
order to recommend individuals (high school age and
older) whom they feel have the qualities, gifts, and talents
needed to serve the Church as future priests, brothers or
sisters. Completed forms should be returned to Fr. Brian
Bashista at the Office of Vocations, Diocese of Arlington,
200 North Glebe Road, Arlington, VA 22203 by December
20, 2004. Those recommended who are college age and
older will be invited to participate in our diocese’s Men’s or
Women’s Discernment Groups. Those recommended
who are still in high school will be invited to join our
diocese’s Vianney Vocations Club for high school boys,
or Faustina Vocations Club for high school girls.

REMINDER: The Spirituality Committee of the Sts. Anne
and Joachim Society will present another in the series,
“Famous Catholic Converts” in St. Joseph’s room of the
Lyceum on Thursday, December 2" at 11:00 AM. All are
welcome!
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SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR NOVEMBER 28"
First Reading — All the peoples shall stream toward the
LoRrD’s house (Isaiah 2:1-5).

Psalm — Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord
(Psalm 122).

Second Reading — It is the hour to cast off the dark and
clothe ourselves in the light (Romans 13:11-14).
Gospel — Stay awake! Be prepared! The Son of Man will
come when you least expect (Matthew 24:37-44).

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: Is 4:2-6; Mt 8:5-11
Tuesday: Rom 10:9-18; Mt 4:18-22
Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a; Mt 15:29-37

Thursday: Is 26:1-6; Mt 7:21, 24-27

Friday: Is 29:17-24; Mt 9:27-31

Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26; Mt 9:35 — 10:1,
5a, 6-8

Sunday: Is 11:1-10; Ps 72; Rom 15:4-9;
Mt 3:1-12

FEAST DAYS Rif

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES

Sunday: First Sunday of Advent

Tuesday: St. Andrew

Wednesday:  World AIDS Awareness Day

Friday: St. Francis Xavier; First Friday
Saturday: St. John of Damascus; First Saturday

Let us pray for all those who are ill, including:

Debbie Adams Noelle Hammad William Morris
Geri Basurto Nick Hayes Fred Pierce
The Bourne Twins Seth Howard Steve Rotunno
Terri Clark Larry Katz George Stelluto
Alexandra Dedinsky Freida Maher Lidia Toledo
Ann Godfrey Tim Moran Marshall Wharam
Brendan Griffith Margaret Zeilinski

Let us pray for the repose of the souls of all
those who have died, including:
Veronica Monfero
Those whose names are inscribed in our
Book of Remembrance

COPING WITH THE HOLIDAYS AFTER THE DEATH OF
A LOVED ONE: On Wednesday, November 10" and on
Thursday, December 9™ from 7:30 — 9:00 PM Haven of
Northern Virginia will present a program, free of charge, on
how to deal with the up-coming holiday season after the
death of a loved one. This program will be held at 4606
Ravensworth Road, Annandale, VA. For information and
reservations, call 703-941-7000. Visit the Haven web site
at www.havenofnova.org.

DIVINE MERCY CARE GALA: A benefit dinner and
auction to assist Tepeyac Family Center in its vision to
bring a system of Catholic healthcare to No Va that
supports life from conception to natural death. The Gala
will be held at St. Catherine of Siena, Great Falls,
beginning 7 PM, Saturday, December 11", Seating is
available at $150/seat, up to $10,000/table. Divine Mercy
Care is a 501c(3) organization. For more information
contact Christine  Kleiber at 703-924-9443 or
kleibers@msn.com.

HELP BABIES & THEIR FAMILIES: Throughout the
month of November, St. Mary’s will be collecting
unwrapped baby items to help support the efforts of the
Marih Center, our local resource for needy babies and
their families. There will be a playpen at the back of the
church where you may place donations of new baby
clothing up to age 2, disposable diapers, diaper wipes,
baby toiletries, blankets, etc. Your generosity is greatly
appreciated!

g% PILGRIMAGE TO THE SHRINES OF ITALY: Fr.
Melmer will be leading a blessed pilgrimage to the
Shrines of Italy on April 11-21%, 2005. For more
information please contact Ketta at ketta@206tours.com or
dial 1-800-206-8687 ext 104, or you may also contact
Cheri Reynolds at chericheta@aol.com or 703-548-2827.
The itinerary for the trip may be viewed at
www.pilgrimages.com/frmelmer. Space is limited so please
sign-up as soon as possible.

CARPENTER’S SHELTER: On December 2™, we will be
serving dinner to the residents of the shelter. See the sign-
up book for food in the rear of the church. Please contact
Barbara Halicki at 703-370-0702. Thanks for all you do!

ST. MARY'S HOSTS FORTY HOURS WITH OUR

U Q7 EUCHARISTIC LORD:
; Cﬁmﬁt@ é]\ﬂﬁmmrg Oour Lord will be
exposed on the altar
beginning after the

12:10 PM Mass on
Monday, December 6" until 7:30 PM on Wednesday,
December 8", the Feast of the Immaculate Conception.
There must be someone present to adore Our Lord every
moment of these forty hours. There are sign up sheets in
the back of church. PLEASE consider taking an hour or
more. Mass will take place every evening at 7:30 PM with
a reception on Wednesday evening after the Mass.
{hristmas

nd the Concert
perform their Christmas Concert on
Saturday, December 11 at 7:30 PM
in the Garwood Whaley Auditorium, Bishop Ireton High
School, 201 Cambridge Road, Alexandria, VA. Admission

is $3 for adults and $1 for children under 12. For more
information call 703-212-5162.

CHRISTMAS  CONCERT: The
Bishop Ireton Symphonic Wind
Ensemble and the Concert Band will




